FIGURE 3: RANKING OF REFERENCES TO SOCIO-ECONOMIC INCLUSION FOUND IN NATIONAL BROADBAND POLICIES
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THE GENDER DIVIDE IS REFLECTED IN THE INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (ICT) SECTOR
IN A NUMBER OF KEY AREAS:
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REFERENCES TO GENDER IN NATIONAL
BROADBAND POLICIES

 The second most referenced category addresses

equal access to ICTs for women. Several countries
refer to improved access to ICTs in general. An
example is Zimbabwe which wants to ensure equity in

The Broadband Commission Secretariat analyzed

in the plans analyzed. These references demon-

access to and the use of ICTs across all sectors of the

references to gender in selected national broadband

strate countries’ willingness to remove gender

economy. Others refer more speciﬁcally to enhanced

strategies. The results of the review show that only

barriers to ICT education and training and to

access to PCs and/or Internet — Egypt outlines

29% (30 total) of the plans analyzed included relevant

eradicate digital illiteracy amongst women and

actions to equip girls’ schools with PCs. Chad has

references to gender. This ﬁgure contrasts with the

girls. Furthermore, half of the countries formulated

deﬁned concrete goals to measure progress in this

inclusion of references to other elements in the same

measurable targets in this area. A relevant example

area by outlining administrative and ﬁscal measures

85%

is the Dominican Republic which aims to achieve

to achieve ICT gender equality, and to develop a

policies (see Figure 3), such as education (with

referenced), employment (80% referenced) or health

a

50% digital literacy rate for women, within a

(76% referenced).

four year timeframe. Other country-level targets

4 Categories of gender references in
National Broadband policies:

1.

Actions to increase women’s ICT skills;

2.

Actions to provide equal access to ICTs for women
(promoting digital inclusion);

3.

Actions to promote female empowerment through
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Actions to promote women’s role in decision
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use.
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18 such training centres within a four year

access to knowledge and pedagogic content, and

in terms of ownership and management of ICT

timeframe.

facilitate telecommuting to allow better family-work

businesses.

common category with a total of 17 references

